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CALENDAR –EVENTS 

May 16-18 ,  2025 md 11 Con. Bay City .       

May 16 Council of Governors meeting 5 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR CORNER    

As most of you know PDG Jack 

Kriete passed away after our 

one-day convention. Jack was 

one of the PDG’s that encour-

aged me to be a governor. I will 

be always be forever grateful to 

him for that, and will miss his 

friendship. 

May  2025 

District Governor Judy Keller 
1rst VDG  Dave Fisher 
2nd VDG Tim Dietzel 
 
Cabinet Secretary Donald Spinks 
Cabinet Treasurer Jack Kriete  
 
Region 1 Chair: Tom Watkins  
Region 1 Zone 1 Chair Steve Schultz  
Region 1 Zone 2 Chair Kirk Smith 
 
Region 2 Chair: Vacant  
Region 2 Zone 1 Chair Ron Stevens  
Region 2 Zone 2 Chair Debbie Kaighen 
 
Region 3 Chair: Rich Cochrill 
Region 3 Zone 1 Chair Tim Rutkowski 
Region 3 Zone 2 Chair Louise Dobson Blasius 
 
GMT Tim Dietzel 
GLT Donald Spinks 
GST Karl Cross 

DG Judy Keller 

Governor’s Letter 

There are a few booking items that need to be taken care.  Please check the portal for any balance 

that you may have. Balances need to be paid so that no club goes into suspension. Going forward 

club secretaries or treasures will not receive a paper bill in the mail for dues, supplies or anything 

else coming from LCI. You will find the bills in the portal only. Please make sure all secretaries are 

set up in the portal to receive this items. Current secretaries need to get club officers into portal 

during the month of May. This is important as well.  It also helps when doing the roster book. 

Please make sure your meeting time and address are correct in the portal as well. When Bruce 

and Nancy work on the roster book and don’t get any responses from clubs, this is their only way 

to get information. When the information is wrong in the portal, it creates all types of problems. 

We rely on the roster book and everyone needs to help to make sure the information given is cor-

rect. Two events to happen for the district. The MD 11 Convention is May 15,16,17 at the Double 

Tree in Bay City. It starts with dinner at Krzysaki’s on Thursday night. There is still time to register 

to join in on the fun and friendship. In June is the LCIF event to be held in Port Austin and fea-

tured guest is LCIF Chair and PIP Patty Hill.   

Enjoy May!!! 

GOVERNOR JUDY KELLER &      

SPOUSE LION DAVE KELLER 
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1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVE FISHER.  

Spring is in the air, it's time for our service projects to bloom, we been preparing all winter for this, 
This Year is a year for Clubs in our District to   share  there  help our maybe new ideas, remember 
many hands make big projects seem smaller, so if your club has a big project, and you are in  need 
of some help, reach out to other clubs so we can all have fun helping one another.  

The convention is over, had a BUMP in the road, with a water main break at the hotel a week before 
convention, Governor Judy and her committee worked their magic, called Tracy at Bear Lake and 
low and behold she had that weekend open, so the committee and Tracy pulled it all together and 
give us a great convention, thanks from all of us. PID Debbie Weaverling and her husband PDG Ron 
entertained us with their experiences Debbie had as International Director and then PDG Ron talked 
of his job at the Pentagon. ON a sour note, PDG, District Treasure and a friend to all, Jack Kriete 
passed away the next morning. Leaving his wife of 9 months, Cheryl and family in disbelief and 
mourning their loss, Jack will be missed. 
Membership! our numbers are dropping little by little we need to work on our recruiting, these pro-
jects we have planned will not get done by themselves, so beat those bushes. 
It’s time for the MD 11 convention at DoubleTree in Bay City, there is still time to sign up, check the 
Lions Pride for more details, HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE, come and have fun with us. 

1st. VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR DAVE FISHER 

2ND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR / MEMBERSHIP CHAIR TIM DIETZEL 

As you can see we are doing a good job at some clubs with new members. This is very important 

to continue on this path. New members are so important to all clubs. Just like it says “JUST ASK” 

(JUST ASK!) 

2ND  VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR/ MEMBERSHIP CHAIR TIM DIETZEL 

SERVICE CHAIR 

We are at 100% service for all clubs in the district. This is a great achievement to give a hand up 

and help people with their struggles. It is the motto of Lions Clubs International, (WE SERVE) Dis-

trict 11 D-2 is a trend setter in serving. Thanks to great deal of work and persistence from PDG 

Donald Spinks. Lion Don is not only the cabinet secretary, leadership chair, reading action pro-

gram chair for the state. He is always helping the clubs with service projects and the district editor 

with district news.                                                                                   

PDG Don Spinks CS/Leadership Chair, RAP chair 
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BOB SCHUBERT               ALGONAC  LIONS 

KARLI ELLIS                       ALMONT   LIONS 

KEVIN RICHARDSON       BAD AXE   LIONS 

CARIFINA BAHENA         CAPAC        LIONS 

JENNIFER JEWETT           CAPAC        LIONS 

BRIAN PALMATEER         CAPAC        LIONS  

MARIA ROJAS                   CAPAC       LIONS 

SHANE SCHEMBER           ELKTON     LIONS  

WILLIAM WICKINGS        PT. HURON LIONS 

VIKI CAMPBELL                ALMONT LIONS 

NICHOLAS PATTERSON   ALMONT  LIONS 

RYAN DANIELS                  BERVILLE LIONS 

ANTHONY HOSKEY          CAPAC      LIONS 

AUDEN KIPPER                 CAPAC       LIONS 

TRACIE PALMATEER         CAPAC       LIONS  

CALVIN SMITH                  CAPAC       LIONS 

DEBRA MELANE               MARYSVILLE LIONS 

JOHN JONES                      YALE LIONS 

SUAN JONES                      YALE  LIONS                     ANNE MURPHY                 YALE LIONS 

JOHN NELSON                    YALE LIONS   

  

  

DAVID DIBLEY                 ALGONAC LIONS DONALD BORN                  ELKTON LIONS 

 PAUL MAXLOW              SANDUSKY LIONS 

ROBERT BELL                   MEMPHIS LIONS                     

ERNEST MINARD                YALE LIONS 
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JACK KRIETE DISTRICT GOV-

ERNOR FOR 2018-2019 The 

theme for his year was 

“Proud to be an American, 

Proud to be a Lion”. This 

man epitomized that every 

day. What a big lose for Dis-

trict 11 D-2 

Jack Kriete held several offices in the Lions organization. He was a manager in his 

working life. This carried over to his Lion life. He was a Zone chairperson, a Region 

chairperson, the vice District Governors , and District Governor. After his term as Gov-

ernor, Lion Jack took on the “DAD” program which he and Lion Mary Bokach, along 

with Lion Tim Dietzel managed. D-2 had the best “DAD” program in the state. Jack 

was the Cabinet Treasurer for the past three terms. This was a great Lion and a great 

man. He will be missed by so many people in the District and fellow Lions he touched. 

It really stings me when I think about joking around with Jack.  

                                                            (REST IN PEACE) 
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                                                                   GLT Report: GLT Chair PDG Don Spinks 

Thru the year so far, several Portal training classes had been conducted. Multiple 

Lions from around 11D2 were present and went thru the classes. Email to all club 

presidents, secretaries and treasurers the club officer training videos. I ask for 

Feed- back on the videos and the majority of attendees replied in a favorable man-

ner. Another class that was scheduled was for Guiding Lions training at the Almont 

Lions club. Conducted Portal training at the MD11 February Forum. Had a great 

turn out. 
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Hello Lions! 
 

We’re excited to bring you a new episode of Taking the Lead, featuring Mark Hymes, 
Community Program Manager for Disability Network Washtenaw Monroe Living-
ston. 
 
In this inspiring conversation, Mark shares his experience as a proud Leader Dog cli-
ent partnered with Leader Dog Bogey. He also dives into the vital work being done 
at Disability Network. 
 
Listen to the full episode here. 

 
Don’t miss this episode as Mark explores how personal independence and profes-
sional advocacy go hand in hand. 
 
 - Christina 
 
P.S. If you'd like to share this story with others, feel free to forward this email or di-
rect them to our podcast page. 

 

 

Christina Hepner 
Digital Marketing Manager 
Leader Dogs for the Blind 

https://f9bem4gab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VD2Z0mvEAU4gr5f5RTwWg0jSpOHLjeLGKgGNJoCPiysbFHboB8gK38ryCZm_gyiht_hybL1iDWs27hvuZgKdFfo81NV3izWHa_EXh2333xjqV9X_EsP2UlrfdBwgok3-XZQ9rv4RIl9KV7hiTFwOx-vAlsa1J4gLyC-4_viag6M=&c=r58loiWl06x_wrQkNn72vevOKyPuZDJvJ8gi2gZuNX1
https://f9bem4gab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VD2Z0mvEAU4gr5f5RTwWg0jSpOHLjeLGKgGNJoCPiysbFHboB8gK3_Js8ptAYVe7ny5bx2zEZScuPekdwqnN7M1bQJVsJNDOVBEsTXalLVsxtFQ0Iyw5oxEXYdZwr0IpdmcrUpgRGabTqaKGj6polV7hooZfOMgyi_OLkQfBq1NicFy5jBNbKA==&c=r58loiWl06x_wrQkNn72vevOKyPuZDJ
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 This is District D-2 web-site and how to. Convention details are also published on this 

site.  

                              MARLETTE LIONS CLUB 

 

The Marlette Lions club dressed up their eyeglass collec-

tion box at their local hospital.   This is keeping with our 

original challenge … from Helen Keller, to be the knights 

against darkness. Thousands of less fortunate citizens 

across the globe have benefited from this commitment, 

we heard at the convention how this was possible from 

two PAST INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORS  GARY  ANDER-

SON  and JUSTIN F.  

https://www.lions11d2.org 
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                                                         MEMPHIS LIONS CLUBS  

Memphis Lions had another successful  Easter Egg hunt led by Lion Karyl Birkett working with  

other lions. Thanks to all the Leos for coming out to help. The extended community brought their  

children were having so much fun. Memphis Lions and Leos handed out trees to the third grade 

class at Memphis elementary school. Lion Jason Sopha read a book about how trees are so im-

portant to the environment and protection they provide for all creatures. Leo advisor Lion Nancy 

Thomson coordinated with the Leos instructions on the correct way to plant the trees. Educators 

Carolyn Short and Madalyn Wasikowski watch over the two classes. Memphis Lions provided over 

eighty trees to the school. This is given back to the community and the surrounding area. 
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                                                       EMMETT LIONS CLUB 

Emmett Lions club collaborated other Region 2 clubs on collected pull tabs from returnable cans. 

Otter Lake Lions take the bulk weight to a scrap yard to sell the aluminum at the going price. The 

money is donated to “Ronald McDonald House” for parents of hospitalized children. Partnering 

clubs are Berville, Memphis, Otter Lake, Emmett. Almont Lions are also doing the very same thing. 

This year results are: Emmett 50#, Berville 95#, and Memphis 10# for a total 155#. This costs the 

clubs nothing... 

                                                                                                     MEMPHIS LIONS CLUBS  

                   Continuing with Arbor Day at the Memphis elementary school  
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                                               PORT SANILAC LIONS CLUB 

 

Monday afternoon a few of our members went and cleaned the sign south of town. They 

gave it a wash down to clean off the winter ick. If you would like to help with our next 

clean up . Send us a message or stop by our next meeting on May 14, 7pm at the Bark 

Shanty Community Center room 2. 

                                        GOVERNOR ELECT DAVE FISHER  
 
Recently at the 105th District 11-D2 convention, Elkton Lion Dave Fisher was voted in 
as the 2025/2026 11-D2 District Governor. 
Dave joined the Elkton Lions Club in 2001 and has held several officer positions and 
chaired many committees. In 2019 Dave expanded his service responsibilities to the 
district level as the District Vision Chairperson. Over the next few years Dave contin-
ued to grow in his Lionism as the District Zone Chairperson, Region Chairperson and 
the District Hunger Chairperson before joining the District Cabinet in 2023 as 2nd Vice 
Governor and advancing to 1st Vice District Governor in 2024.  
Dave continues to expand his knowledge by attending many Lions training and infor-
mational sessions. 
 
Congratulations and thank you Dave Fisher for your commitment to serve where 
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                                               ELKTON LIONS CLUB 
                          ELKTON LIONS CLUB MAKES A VISUAL IMPACT AGAINST CHILD ABUSE! 
 
They're sponsoring the Huron County CAN Council by placing pinwheels around town, symbolizing 
a happy, safe childhood. Kudos to the Lions Club for their efforts! For more information how you 
can help sponsor visit https://www.cancouncil.org for more information. 

Elkton lions also hosted the annual Easter Egg hunt. This entertained many families at the Laker 

Legacy Center. Volunteers placed numerous eggs on the indoor field. Some children had their pho-

tos taken with the Easter Bunny and the Rooster. Prior to returning home, families picked up bags 

of candy that volunteers prepared ahead of time. This was organized by the Huron Youth Center   

https://www.cancouncil.org/
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                                                                           EMMETT LIONS CLUB   

 The Emmett Liona club had a meeting with the District Governor Judy Kel-
ler. The club the Governor with checks and several, well deserved, member 
awards. Congratulations to Lions Tom Burg (NOT TOMMY) and Cory Singe-
lyn for receiving the prestigious Melvin Jones Award. Presented by District 
Governor Judy Keller. The Governor also presented two Leader Dog awards 
to Lions Brandon Belinger and  Tommy Walsh. After that she inducted a new 
member Nick Walsh sponsored by his dad Lion Ken Walsh. Emmett Lions 
continue to sent the way for member retention and service. The reason peo-
ple join the LIONS!!! 
 

Thanks 
Chuck Belesky 
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                                                 EMMETT LIONS CLUB 
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                                                                    ALGONAC LIONS CLUB 

 

Algonac Lions held their annual community breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt. This made a 

lot children happy. There were some surprises 
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                                                      ELKTON LIONS CLUB 

Several Elkton Lions Club members were honored this past weekend at the 105th 11-D2 District 

Convention at Bear Lake Camp in Lapeer. Elkton Lion Janet Devroye was presented with the Lion 

of the Year award for her outstanding contributions to our community and the Elkton Lions Club. 

Janet started the Elkton Lions Adopt A Highway and encourages members to do our part to clean 

up a section of Highway along M142. In 2024 Janet made a vision a reality and created the Hope 

Blooms flower patch, where residents can pick fresh wild flowers and create their own flower ar-

rangements. Elkton Lion Agnes Kosinski was honored with the Pete Lapka Dedicated to Leader-

ship Award for her commitment to the Elkton Walking Path development project. Both ladies are 

deeply involved in the Elkton Community and Elkton Lions Club were they have served in several 

officer positions and committees since joining in 2019. Both continue to represent the Lions Club 

International motto of "We Serve". 

 

 Congratulations. 
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            KIDSIGHT 

At a recent (March 15, 2025) KidSight District Coordinators meeting the following 

information was discussed. This pertains to the entire State of Michigan. 

2024-25 MICHIGAN GOALS: 

1. 100% Data Collection 

2. 5% Increase in Screenings to 35,000 

3. 150% Increase in Eye Doctor-Parent Follow-up Report Forms Collected to 350 

4. 10% Increase in Certified KidSight Volunteers to 400 

5. 20% Increase in Participating Michigan Lions Clubs to 150 

These are the goals we put in place for this year. This is where we are at currently; 

We have 79 clubs who are involved. We have 420 approved screeners that is up from 

previous years. We have screened 31,000 kids with 3,500 Refers and the bulk of those 

are in District 11 - B2 area. The Doctor/Parent follow-up reports are getting better, we 

need to insist on parents and doctors to send these back. Out of those 3,500 refers we 

have received 100 of the Doctor/parents reports back. 

In our district, District 11 – D2, we had 12 clubs that participated in screenings, we 

screened 822 people with 106 referrals. We have 16 Certified KidSight volunteers. 

Lions of Michigan Service Foundation reports that a hand held Diabetic Retinopathy 

camera is being developed, similar to the KidSight camera. When that is available we 

will add that to the services that we perform. 

With warmer weather screenings will pick up again. If your club has not participated in 

holding a screening, please consider sponsoring a screening at an event in your area. 

Contact Nora Walsh (248 – 376 – 0334) or Wes Wagester (810 – 417 – 3107) for more 

information or to schedule a screening. 
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S                                                                                                                         

Saturday, May 17, 2025  - 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.    

Dandy Lion Community Service Project – Double-

Tree Hotel lawn, Bay City 

Fellow Service and Community Organizations! 

The Lions of Michigan invite you to showcase your 

organization and participate in our Dandy Lion Com-

munity Service Event.  This free outdoor show will 

take place on Saturday, May 17, from 2:00-4:00 pm, 

by the riverside of the DoubleTree. 

The Lions of Michigan are excited to invite local ser-

vice organizations to participate in the Dandy Lion 

Community Service Event, an outdoor booth show.  There is no charge to be part of the outdoor 

event.  

This special gathering is part of the Lions annual state convention, hosted at the DoubleTree Hotel in 

Bay City on May 15-17, 2025.  Local community service organizations in the Bay City area will have 

the opportunity to showcase their missions, connect with fellow changemakers, and engage with 

Lion members from across the state and the Bay City community.  Join us for an afternoon of im-

pact, collaboration, and outreach. 

“The Dandy Lion event is all about celebrating service and strengthening community partnerships,” 

says Lion Doug Klein, Public Information Chair for Lions of Michigan.  “We invite organizations of all 

sizes to join us in making a difference in this event free to exhibitors and attendees alike.” 

You must provide your own canopy, chairs, tables and displays for the event.  Sign up for the Dandy 

Lion Community Service Event to showcase your work in a dynamic outdoor setting. Our indoor con-

vention exhibitors may choose to participate also.   See separate information on becoming an exhibi-

tor at the multi-day convention.   

To showcase your organization and reserve your spot, contact Wendy Burns, Executive Director, Li-
ons Clubs of Michigan, at:  wburns@lionsofmi.com or call 517-887-6640 ext. 103.   
 

The Lions Clubs of Michigan is part of Lions International, the world’s largest service organization, 

dedicated to humanitarian efforts, vision care, hunger relief, environmental sustainability, and more. 

Through community service and global initiatives, Lions make a lasting impact. 

mailto:wburns@lionsofmi.com
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. Ubly Lions have had three District Governors in the recent past. Also, one International  

Director. PID Justin Faber, PDG Sami Makhoul, and current District Governor Judy Kel-

ler. This is the only club that has this kind of representation in senior leadership in our 

district the past decade.  
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Welcoming our Official Track Prep and Maintenance Sponsor for the Berville Lions 

Powersports Weekend 2025: Cross Building and Excavating - C.B.X. Give CBX a jingle 

at 810-392-3635 if you are looking for: homesite services, basements, land clearing, 

driveways, septic fields, ponds, road grading and dust control, ditching & water 

drainage, mulching & brush hogging, material pickup & delivery and more. 
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  PDG Wes Wagester & Kathy Wagester 

Wish all clubs in D-2 continued success 

PDG Wes and Kathy are on the convention 

committee with any answers for your  

questions. H-810-673-3199 or  

C-810 –417-3107  


